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ihe relief of the sufferers in the famine

Pamino Prevalis (n India

Bounay, Feb 12 —Official noties has

:;.:hu that & famine prevails
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FIRE AT MONMOUTH, ILL.

The Opern Hoase snd & Number of Bual-
mems Muwiidiuge
MoxxovTm. IiL, ¥eh

last night this clty waa
visited by the second largest fire since
1871, when the whole business pert
was destroyed.  The fire eriginated in
the opera house and was caused by
wn iosion of gaa a few moments
after bhouse had besa wvacated
nearly 40 people who had been
ing & lecture. The Sames gquickly
spread and in o short space of time
were communicated to the eight store

15—At 11

|

EACH CRIES “S8TOP THIEFI"

Peaver Waterworks Uficials Charge Each
Other with Robbery.

Desven, Col, Feh 13.—The moat
sensational step Im  the American
Waterworks Company imbroglio was
taken Thursday. A su't was com-
menced In the United States
conrt by Dennis Sullivan ws
receiver of the company, to eall
President C H. Vennper to account for
$205,000 in bonds of the Denver Water
Company he is alleged to have con-
fiscated to his own use. Tho charges
in this case are both grave and vigor-

| ous. The suit is in retaliation of the

one brought against Sullivan by Mr.
Veaner, who charges Sullivan has
ted §67,000 to his own unse,
ich Sullivan denies
Lest Iis Life for Rellgien.
Loxpox, Feb. 18 —The Chronicle's

| Paris correapendent says: *“A report

comes from Chins, by way of Bizga-
pore, that Gen. Tchea Kitong has been
executed at Tien-Tsin for treasen in

m piedged himself to
influence; in having becoms a

| Christian and in having sought an au-

dience with the pope to facilitate the
work ol Catholie missions in China
The emperor of China was reluctaat to
slgn the death warcanti, but the influ-
ance of the old Chimess anti-Christian
party prevailed.”
Caught by the Gold Brick Swindle.
Liva, O, Febh 12 — William Hen

said was from & mine he owned out
west and was worth §50,0000 He talked

River Land Prices High.
Fosr Dopam, Ja, Feb 12.~The
Litchfiald lands here sre offered to set-
tlement at an average cost of §53 per

acre, about three times what lto!nmhb

1

Gregg, & veleran Newspaper man of
lowa sad [llinots, died st his home in
Hamilton, opposite this city Thursday

roing, aged 84 yoaran was Lhe

R .iireades Combine to Contrel
Output and Price.

' A COLOSSAL DEAL ENGINEER.D

The Movement Cmates a Flusry ea the

New Yors Stock Exchangs—Heavy
Transacusos Reponed

§

Cocaso, Feb 18 —Dispatehea teh-
Ing of ihe zigantic combination sfected
by Presidenl MeLeod, of the Reading
nﬂ::i" by which the Reading secures
eon of the Lahigh Yalley and Now
Jersey Central raliroads and their vast
coal propertiea, and proposes to com-
bine the sathracite coal producing and
carrying interssta into one manuge
mont, crested 8 tremendous sessation
in the stock exchanges and ia railway
and coal eireles throughont Lhe country.

A Colossal Dasl

It is coneeded to be Lhe most exten-
stve fivancial operation for yoars, the
greatest in the history railway
financisriag, and one the far-reaching
infloence of whieh cannot be com-
puted It means s colossal denl
by which threefifths of the
anthracite cosl of the country Is
brought under the control of one man,
and in thess days of mighty monapo-
lies, of throttling the supply and ad-
an prices, the effect of such agon-
solidy of interesis to handle an [n-
dispeasable article like coal beesmes
of almost u personal interest Lo every
one.

Excliement Ia Now York,

New Yomx, Feb 13 —Thursday wos
the grestest day on record on the stock
exchange. Contrary to gemeral expec-
tation, not a failare was unmounced,
and with the fall of the ham-
mer of the chalrmsn =t 2% o'clock
the doy eame to an end with
the confusion snd excilement just as
great as at tho opsnicg. No one look-
ing at the maddensd, excited crowd of
men »hrieking at the top of their voices
would have supposed themn to be busi-
ness men capable of dealing in 815,-
000,000 worth of property in thirty
minutea. But sach was the case, and
morcover, the valus of the Heading
stork alons enhanced in wvalve 84 800..
000 by the very actions of that excited
mob. It would ba useless to figure on
the made and lost. Hundreds
of thousands were won and lost in the
blg game.

The transactions on "change exeeeded
all previous reccrds. Over 1,500,000
shares of stock were traded in, of
which 050,000 sharas were Reading. An
iden of the immense bresiness
done may be gathersd from the
fa¢t that 300,000 to 400,000 shares
is considercd a good day's busi-
pess, aud when ooe day last wesk the
figures reached 800,000 shures the mat-
ter was referred to ns extraordiaary,
Of courss the great feature of the
mariet was Reading. which has ad-
vanced over twenty-five points in a
few days :

Crase of Lhe Flurry,

The neatly-worked coal movement
was responsible for the condition of
affairs. The Reading assumes e¢on-
trol of the Jersey Central and the Le-
high Valley roads ona guaranty of fixed
charges and 7 per cent. dividends on the
stock. These roads trol about 73
per cent. of the coal ia the cogn-
try. The Lackawanuoa snd Delaware
& Hudson cousent o the deal. It is
pronounced the grontest svent that has
occurred in the railroad world since Lthe
West Shore move was amnounceéd. The
New England is said to be in the deal
in some way and the Rending and New
England were enormously active. The
shoris were scared fearfully and ran to
cover with all possible speed

Leasss nnd Coantracts Sigred.

Messrs. Drexel, Morgan & Co. an-

that the leases and contracts whi
wers signed Wednesday night bhav
now been ratified Ly the boards of di-
rectors of the Readiag, New Jersey
Central and Lehigh Valley raillway
companies, by which was efected the
eotn bination of the anthracite coal in-
terests. . Bamuel Sloan, president of
the Delaware, Lagknwannoa & Western,
said to a reporter regarding the com-
Lination:

tion, with the Lackawanua lnclnded,

producers and of
the subject of s comment It s
sck: o viedged if the movement
succeeds the selling sgents will find
thelr occupstion gose.
reratars Alnrmed.

Wozzspanne, Pa., Feb 12.--Iadi-
vidual coal operatoss are over
the rigantic conl deal They fear it
will eventbally drive them out of the
business, as they eannot hope Lo com-
pote with the big trust which will
bave enlire eoatrol of the carrying
systom.

A Remargabis Experience.
lascown, Neb., Feb 10 —Johe Cook

eul dewn by the sherif, snd when
laced om trinl, in view of the viclence
had suffered, waa glven bul s life
seniecoa (ommutelion and good cen-
duet sacured his liverty.

Hlmm-h.

Nasaviire, Tean.. Feh 12 —~Clark
Taily, of Springfield, has boen arrested
at the iostanes of Mise Robbie Morgaa
in & it for $10,000 damagen She
< abmme Lhal sha was abducted

i
i

COAL IN A CORNER|E:

nounced officially Thursday afternoon |'

of the siate i Sxiag s
sarly a dete aa . Pebroary 52,
fur the mecting of " #kale convem
ton® resslutions ended Ly de

action and revoke the eall,  1f they do
pot comply, the vesolutlons srovide
that a commitiee Is W b o 121 0
take such asiivn @4 may e a

proper represeniation of ths p e of
the state Lo the sational conv. wiiva.

BCARED TO DEATA

A Toung Girl Ulea from T.ight st Pelng
Chosed by Twe Men
Prrresvacn, 'n, Feb 12.-Caroline
Gerdner, the 13yearold devghier of &
conl minor liviag st Federal Siation, a
fow miles somth of this city, was
frightened to death Wednesduy night
by two men chasing her. Tho
young girl weat W lke coul
sbeds sharuy siter dark and two men
who were coming up the road s'arted
after ber.  She ran into the honse and
fell on the flcor in conwvwlsions from
which she nover revovered  'Iie men
were recogalzed as Thomas and James
Skidmore, {wo miners ‘The coromer
beld them for manslanghter.

SOUTH DAKOTA SUED,

Amreriran Expross (ompany 1 foses te

Pay s Taz Awmprssmnut of & 000,

Pixnse, 8 D, Feb 12.—1L: Amer-
fcan Express Company has su.d South
Dukota in the matter of its asscssment
by the ULoard of  equalization. The
company refasea {o pay taxes on $35.-
000, the sum fixed by the bourd, und
vesists collection, admitting and agree-
iog to pay taxes on §9,000, the aclual
value of its propecty, the board's valu-
atlon being that of the company’s fran-
chise and property, but it docs an sn-
nual busivess of o few hundred thbo-
sand dollars The governor was served
with summons Thuréfiay.

Boldiers End the War.

Avsvquenqus, N. M, Feb. 12 —The
war between the Navajo Indicus and
the cowboys in western Valencia cono-
ty. on the Atlantic & Pacifle, has
ended, aud peace reigus for the 1i.ae be-
iog. This was brought about by the 1
timely arrival of o company of sokdiers |
from Fort Wingats and the fuct that
Chief Mariano is opposed to troubple.

Enights of Reciproeity.
Torsxa, Kan., Feb. 12—The grand
lodge of the Knights ol Reciprocity has
fasaed & eircular announcing that with.
in the next ninety days every state in
the nuion will be organized This or-
ganization has its membership ot press
ent chiefly confined to alliance states
and its objeet is to assist republican
organizations.
To Repeal the Sagar Boualles Act.
WasmixeTon, Feb. 12.—Owen Scott
has Introduced a bill in the hounse to
repeal the sugar bounty Iaw. e re-
the meéasure as unconstitutional
and ss class legislation, aud cu Lhese
grounds Wwill urge the passage ol his
bill

Fiekl Indicted for Forgery.
New Yorx, Feb 12.—The grand jury

gery in tha second sgalust Ld-
ward M, Flell. It {salleged be forged
the namc of E. Moore to o bill of lading
for 71,280 Lushels of wheat.

A Mexicans Grneral Dead.

Crry or Maxico, Feb. 18 —tlen Mar
cos Carrillo, commaading the troops
which were sent out to fight the Yauqul
1 Indisns, died Thursday in Sonorn

Frohiblia Chlness Iminigratloa
Wasmxarosx, Feb 11—The house
committee on immigration has agrecd
to report favorably » Lill avsolutely
prohibiting Chinese immigration

Three lT saners Mundoreld.

Excraap, Ark., Feb 12.—Hamp Bls
coe, his wile and son were arvesled
and placed in » small heusa ut Koo
under gunrd. Sunday evenlv, 1wo
men moasked acd wesring womwen's
clothes sppeared, overpowere: the
guards, burst open the door and shat
all the prisvners. The murdercrs then
escaped, but officers are emdouvoring
to hunt them down.

1a Houmor of Sharman. .

WasnmseroN, Feb. 18.—An arpeal o
the Grsnd Army of the Repullic for
econtribntings to ## in the ercetion of »
statue in Washington to the momory of
Gen. W. T. ¥herman has been mode by
a committee appointed at the wocting
of the society of the Tenucsa.: on O¢
tober 8 and 0 last

Held for Rebblng the Rislag “un.

Bostox, Feb. 18 —Messra. Hamlilton,
Haraey, Fraser, Gammons and Morri-
son, all officers of the Order of the
Rising Sun, have been held in Lol in
suma raeging from 10,000 to 805,000
for the grand jery. They are clurged
with embezzling $50,000 of the fands of
the onder.

Entortained by L} Nang Chanc,
Tiex 1o, Feh 13 ~Li Hong Chang's
f0th birthduy was observed hers with
great rejoicings.  In celebration of the
day cighly foreigners were entertained
ats bangued by Li Hung himaelf ln
Gorgea hail
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The Reigning Sensation

OF THE HOUR AT

oPAINGELOMPANY'S

We have proven beyond
uestion that the ladies of
rand Rapids fully a

ciate high class Embs

deries especialls when they
can secure t 1 at what
would be considered /

WRECKIN

LY

SPRING
&
COMPANY.

SPRING
&
COMPANY.

PRICES

lioffered by anyother house
It's the work of our New
York “Cobbler,” who, hav-

i it et

ing the cash "o back him, _o

and no limit s to quantity,
is unmercit in  driving
sharp bargai’ s amon:z the
importers, Sach opportu-
nities he oftea finds while

SCOURING TEE MERCETS OF ThE WIRLD!

In the interests of our Grangd
Rapids patrons. QOur em-
broidery sale since Monday
morning has received a
grand and centinued ova-
tion from the ladies. We
have won the distinction of
having the finest assortment
of these goods in Grand
Rapids, and that name will
be honorably maintained.
Some ladies bought as
high as

SPING
COM/ANY.

Forty Bollars in One Purchase.

SPRIN G
&

COMIANY.

et S0 P ydra florke

And the interest increases
as the sale nears the last
day. Those who come this
week will be quick to rec-
ognize the advantage of
laving in a supply for future
usec and e\ cry lady whodoes
so will coagratulate hersell
2ter the sale 1s over.

Exira Spaes,

And a bewildering array of new high
class Embroideries,

Gamaris Embrolderias.

Kaiasaak Emdrodarins,

Fioungings,

Swisy Embrzligries,

M!ovgr Emirg ‘erias,

Exquisite Desions Added Daily!

And the pricés will re

main at low tide until

ciosing time Saturday night.

ONLY A RAINBOW.

Ladies,
do not mvite
heart disea ¢ by

rushing

excitedly

‘around the city after
visionary bargains, especially

when we can sell you

same

goods at lower prices every day in

the year.

You know that
magnitude as ours must kee
sell at close prices todo such meno&nou

store of such

everni’.ing and

For instance, we have a quality Nainsooks at
5S¢, 6¢, Te and &_:pcryu%; we cannot say that
these cheap goods are desirable,

they are as g

Oc and 1x
have bett

return

) as
ing and asking you to

er grades
tle more money
m_you
trinsic  value

some are

| Iv _. II
fv::ra‘llt-we .
that will

“the in-

in

per

cevery yard
buy,

NEW THINGS i, getr wtec

:nont o!o‘o:r store; that will ﬂuﬂuﬁ be
any other house. capaecity, goeds oar
h:re :ﬂmn far beyond the M?.‘ :

years ago we started with one clerk: more

ployed

Il-n-m

th establishment.
pace with mm.hw:'-“

3

RING&COMPANY




